How to make your business greener
Running and growing a business has a significant impact on the environment around you.  So what, you may ask?  You have a legal responsibility for the impact your business has on the environment.  This means that you have to comply with environmental legislation and might mean that you need a permit or licence to run your business.  
And running a green business can bring a lot of benefits: as a small business, being aware and reducing your environmental impact can help you to reduce your costs, run a more efficient business and appeal to a consumer market that is becoming more environmentally conscious.  
You can take some steps to make your business greener when it’s in the early stages of growth and some later on when you may be looking at taking on staff and expanding your range of products/services.  Here are some steps that you might want to consider to make your business greener:

Reduce your carbon footprint

You can lower your energy and water use and reduce your waste to reduce your carbon footprint.  If you don’t already measure the ‘size’ of your carbon footprint, you can make a start by recording how much you travel and much you spend on utilities (gas, electric, water).  You may be able to spot ways of reducing what resources you use or how often you travel.  
Streamline your business activities

Building a network of support can help you to run a more efficient business.  Knowing where to go for help and how to build effective and links and partnerships with other businesses means that you waste less time and energy looking for answers instead of finding them.  For example, your local council can provide information on funding available to help you make your business greener (e.g. by providing grants to help you update technology).  Partnerships with businesses that provide complimentary or related products and services will also ensure that you provide a rounded and comprehensive service to your customers.
Spot new business opportunities

As the consumer market becomes more environmentally aware, customers start to demand new products and services and consequently new markets begin to emerge.  You may want to take advantage of these developments and stock ‘green’ products or provide ‘green’ services.  Customers also start to demand more of the businesses to which they give their money.  They want to know what your business does to protect the environment and the community around it.  
Be sustainable

Be conscious of how you can continue to run and grow your business while minimising the impact you have on the environment and community around you.  Being sustainable means that you can reduce costs and any risks to your business by taking advantage of new technologies and developments to make your business greener.  For example, if you run a sandwich bar, consider the impact that sourcing your products locally would have on the environment and community around you.  
Involve your staff 

Encourage your staff to understand your business values, to play an active role and to come up with ideas for how you can make your business greener.  
Plan for change
Understand how changes to environmental policy can affect your business and plan for these changes.  As government introduces new legislation or tax rises on fuel prices for example, you will need to revisit your business plan and think creatively about how you can adapt the way you do business.  For example, if as a florist, you import a lot of your stock from abroad, you may want to consider sourcing your flowers closer to home or from a Fair-trade supplier.   
Where to go for more ideas
There are lots of sources of information out there to help you make your business greener.  

The Small Business Journey
The Small Business Journey, created and endorsed by the Small Business Consortium helps small businesses to benefit through behaving responsibly. You can read up on business principles like, creating a sustainable business, making your business green, embracing equality and diversity.  The website also provides case studies about other business that have ‘gone green.’
www.smallbusinessjourney.com
Business Link

Business Link provides comprehensive business advice and support available online and through local advisors.  This weblink provides you with information on what steps to take to make your business greener as well as details on how to source funding for your plans.
http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/layer?lang=en&topicId=1079068363
Environment Agency

The Environment Agency website provides detailed advice and guidance by business sector for those who want to make their business greener. 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/default.aspx
Green Grants Machine

A website that lists grants available to help businesses adopt green practices.  It provides a search engine that allows you to search by local authority and by sector to source the grants most appropriate for your plans.

http://www.greengrantsmachine.co.uk/
